
Print double sided.  Cut on the red lines.  Fold on the dotted lines.

by Gwen Nicodemus

12 1

Ferrets are small mammals that many 
people like to keep as pets.

Ferrets need to stay in their cage 
when they’re not being supervised. 
Their curiosity can get them into a lot 
of trouble.
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clicking on the “short books” link at
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Sometimes ferrets even like to 
snuggle.

Ferrets are mammals like 
humans, dolphins, cats, and dogs.

Mammals:
• have fur at some time
• do not lay eggs
• give birth to live babies
• have hearts with 4 chambers

Note to Parents:

Ferrets are cute and fun, but they are 
not good pets for a lot of people.

• They need about 4 hours/day 
minimum out of their cage.

• Their litter boxes have to be 
cleaned once or twice a day.

• The bedding in their cages needs 
to be changed about twice a week.

• Even descented, ferrets have a 
strong odor. You can only bathe 
them once a month. Litter box 
maintenance and frequent washing 
of the bedding helps.

• It’s harder to ferret proof a house 
than it is to toddler proof a house.

• Keeping ferrets as pets is sort of 
like having toddlers for 10 years.

More Ferret Info

• Ferrets can live for 10 years.
• Ferrets are carnivores.
• Almost all ferrets sold in the United 

States have been descented 
before they are sold.

• Almost all ferrets sold in the United 
States have been sterilized before 
they are sold.

• Normal people cannot litter box 
train normal ferrets. It’s easy to 
train ferrets to use their litter box 
while in their cage. When out of 
their cage, ferrets don’t go back to 
their cage to use their litter box. 
They look for the nearest corner.

• Ferrets can fall asleep when out of 
their cages. They like to hide/sleep 
in dark, cozy places. They can be 
hard to find.
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Ferrets are not rodents like rats and 
hamsters. 

Rodents have two large front teeth 
that grow all their life. Ferrets do not. 
Rodents aren’t as long, either.

Ferrets like tunnels.

Ferrets like to explore their 
surroundings. Ferrets like to play.
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Ferrets are weasels.

They are typically small animals with 
short legs, short round ears, and thick 
fur.
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Ferrets like to sleep. Ferrets sleep 14 
to 18 hours a day.

Ferrets like to “steal” things and store 
them.

Ferrets have been known to take:
shoes keys
apples potatoes
wallets spectacles
children‘s coats

Weasels
• Skunks
• Minks
• Ferrets
• Polecats
• Sables
• Ermines

Rodents
• Rats
• Hamsters
• Mice
• Gerbils
• Chipmunks
• Gophers
• Porcupines
• Guinea pigs
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Most weasels have anal scent glands.

Skunks are weasels with scent glands.

Have you ever smelled a skunk?


